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Wh at Cou ld Idahoans pride themselves on being fiscally responsible and committed
to developing a strong and sustainable economy. Ensuring that state tax
$360 M | ”.l on dollars are being used to further these goals requires understanding the

impact of budget decisions.

Buy for Idaho’s | | o
A major budget change was proposed during the 2023 legislative session:

P u b li C SC h (0]0] l S? the creation of a universal private school voucher program that would have
diverted significant taxpayer funds to private education. The Idaho Center
for Fiscal Policy estimated that the proposal could cost upwards of $360
million annually.!

Despite how often words like million and billion are used in these important
policy conversations, research shows it is difficult to conceptualize
numbers higher than 1 million.? So, what could $360 million provide for
Idaho’s public schools? See below.

Idaho lawmakers should reject any attempts to establish a voucher program
and instead focus on adequately funding the state’s public schools and
investing in evidence-based and cost-effective strategies that have been
shown to improve student outcomes.?

What Could $360 Million Buy for Idaho's Public Schools?
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SPECIAL
EDUCATION TEACHERS BUSES REPAIRS COMPUTERS
Could close the Could pay the Could replace over Could pay for 40% Could pay for
funding gap for salaries of the 134 half of Idaho’s of the costs of all of Idaho'’s
special education teachers needed school buses and repairs needed 309,000 students
(S66M) for over to fill our shortage pay their drivers’ to bring Idaho’s to have access
five years.* for 48 years.® salaries.® schools up to to a computer
good condition.” both in and out of

school.®
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This resource is a collaboration between the Idaho Center for Fiscal Policy, a nonpartisan

organization committed to offering Idahoans high-quality fiscal research and analysis, and

Public Funds Public Schools, a national campaign directed by Education Law Center to ensure
that public funds for education are used to support and strengthen public schools.
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